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I. MEDAL OF HONOR. - By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of
Congress approved 9 July 1918, and Transfer Order 30, 1948, the Medal of Honor for conspicuous
gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of life above and be.yond the call of duty is awarded posthu
mously by the Department of the Air Force in the name of Congress to the following-named
officer:
MAJOR GEORGE A. DAVIS, JR., 13035A, distinguished himself by conspic
uous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call
of duty near the Sinuiju-Yalu River area, Korea, on 10 February 1952. While
leading a flight of four F-86 Saberjets on a combat aerial patrol mission near
the Manchurian Border, MAJOR DAVIS' element leader ran out of oxygen and
was forced to retire from the flight with his wingman accompanying him. MAJOR
DAVIS and the remaining F-86 continued the mission and sighted a formation of
approximately twelve enemy MIG-15 aircraft speeding southward toward an area
where friendly fighter-bombers were conducting low level operations against
the Communist lines of communications. With selfless disregard for the numer
ical superiority of the enemy, MAJOR DAVIS positioned his two aircraft, then
dove at the MIG formation. While speeding through the formation from the rear,
he singled out a MIG-15 and destroyed it with a concentrated burst of fire. Al
though he was now under continuous fire from the enemy fighters to his rear,
MAJOR DAVIS sustained his attack. He fired at another MIG-15 which, bursting
into smoke and flames went into a vertical dive. Rather than maintain his supe
rior speed and evade the enemy fire being concentrated on him; he elected to
reduce his speed and sought out still a third MIG-15. During this latest attack
his aircraft sustained a direct hit, went out of control, then crashed into a
mountain thirty miles south of the Yalu River. MAJOR DAVIS' bold attack com
pletely disrupted the enemy formation, permitting the friendly fighter-bombers
to successfully complete their interdiction mission. MAJOR DAVIS, by his
indomitable fighting spirit, heroic aggressiveness, and superb courage in engag
ing the enemy against formidable odds exemplified valor at its highest.
II. DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL. - By direction of the President, under the provisions
of the Act of Congress approved 9 July 1918, and Transfer Order 30, 1948, the Distinguished Serv
ice Medal for exceptionally meritorious and distinguished service in a position of great responsi
bility on 12 December 1953 is awarded to MAJOR CHARLES E. YEAGER, 16076A.
III. LEGION OF MERIT. - 1. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the
Act of Congress approved 20 July 1942; Executive Order 9260, 29 October 1942; and Transfer
Order 30, 1948, the Legion of Merit for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of
outstanding service from July 1949 to September 1951 is awarded to LIEUTENANT COLONEL
SAMUEL T. HIXSON, 2643A.
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2. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress approved 20
July 1942; Executive Order 9260, 29 October 1942; and Transfer Order 30, 1948, the Legion of
Merit (Degree of Chief Commander) for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of
outstanding service from March 1952 to September 1953 is awarded to LIEUTENANT GENERAL
JUAN VIGON SUERODIAZ, Spanish Army.
3. By direction of the President, under the prov1s1ons of the Act of Congress approved 20
July 1942; Executive Order 9260, 29 October 1942; and Transfer Order 30, 1948, the Legion of
Merit (Degree of Officer) for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding
service from March 1952 to September 1953 is awarded to the following-named officers:
COLONEL CARLOS TABOADA SAGNRO, Spanish Army
CAPTAIN ALVARO de URZAIZ y SILVA, Spanish Navy
IV. DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS. - 1. By direction of the President, under the provi
sions of the Act of Congress, approved 2 July 1926, and Transfer Order 30, 1948, the Distinguish
Flying Cross is awarded posthumously to the following-named officer for extraordinary heroism
while participating in aerial flight during the period indicated:
SECOND LIEUTENANT DAVID E. AXTHELM, AO2228116, distinguished
himself by extraordinary heroism which cost him his life while participating
in aerial flight on 5 November 1953, in the vicinity of Selfridge Air Force
Base, Michigan. While flying as a pilot of an F-86D aircraft returning from
a training mission conducted under Ground Control facilities, LIEUTENANT
AXTHELM reported inability to maintain altitude due to engine failure. In
attempting to air start his aircraft, LIEUTENANT AXTHELM lost contact
with the Ground Control station and remained out of contact during his ap
proach to Selfridge Air Force Base. Upon re-establishing radio contact,
LIEUTENANT AXTHELM gave his position as over Belle Isle, Michigan, below
3000 foot overcast. Realizing his altitude prevented his approach to Detroit
City Airport and that his path of flight would result in his aircraft crashing
into the populated area of Metropolitan Detroit, LIEUTENANT AXTHELM chose
to sacrifice his own life in an effort to guide his craft to the open waters of
Lake Saint Clair. Only after satisfying himself that his aircraft would clear
the residential area did he attempt to save his own life by leaving his aircraft,
but his parachute did not open. In placing his own safety second to that of the
residents of the city below him, LIEUTENANT AXTHELM displayed heroism
and a devotion to duty that reflect the highest credit upon himself and the
United States Air Force.
2. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress, approved 2
July 1926, and Transfer Order 30, 1948, the Distinguished Flying Cross is awarded to the follow
ing named officers for extraordinary achievement while participating in aerial flight during the
period indicated:
CAPTAIN LAVERNE H. GRIFFIN, AO1903208
18 March 1954 to 23 March 1954
FIRST LIEUTENANT WILLIAM F. BISSETT, JR., AO2218841
18 March 1954 to 23 March 1954
FIRST LIEUTENANT TAYLOR B. WAAGE, JR., AO1909427
15 November 1953
SECOND LIEUTENANT LAWRENCE D. GARRISON, AO2226303
18 March 1954 to 23 March 1954
(FIFTH OAK LEAF CLUSTER)
MAJOR GEORGE H. SAYLOR, 22824A
18 March 1954 to 23 March 1954
V. SOLDIER'S MEDAL. - 1. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the
Act of Congress approved 2 July 1926, and Transfer Order 30, 1948, the Soldier's Medal for
heroism not involving actual conflict with an enemy is awarded posthumously to the following-named
officer:
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CAPTAIN CHARLES E. MCDONALD, AO556772, distinguished himself by
heroism involving voluntary risk of life near Westover Air Force Base,
Chicopee Falls, Massachusetts, on 17 November 1953. Shortly after take-off
on a routine training mission, CAPTAIN MCDONA!LD was forced to flame out
the engine of his F-86D fighter aircraft because of a forward fire indication.
In order to guide his disabled aircraft away from the populated area sur
rounding the air base and to prevent possible destruction of civil property
and loss of life, he elected to remain with the aircraft rather than· bail out
and insure his own safety. As a result, he crash landed his aircraft in a
heavily wooded area and received fatal burns in the ensuing fire. The
courage and heroism displayed by CAPTAIN MCDONALD in sacrificing his
life for his fellow men reflect the highest credit upon himself and are in the
finest tradition of the United States Air Force.
2. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress approved 2
July 1926, and Transfer Order 30, 1948, the Soldier's Medal for heroism not involving actual
conflict with an enemy is awarded to the following-named officer and airmen:
GENERAL EDWIN W. RAWLINGS, 95A, distinguished himself by an act
of heroism involving voluntary risk of life on 14 January 1954 at Wright
Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio. GENERAL RAWLINGS was a passenger
aboard a VB-17 aircraft en route to Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio.
On the final approach for a landing, the number four engine caught fire.
When the aircraft was landed and brought to a stop, GENERAL RAWLINGS
evacuated through the rear door and had reached a point of safety when he
saw his pilot lying in a prone position under the burning aircraft, obviously
helpless. Despite the fact that his broad knowledge of aircraft led him to
anticipate an explosion of the remaining 1000 gallons of gasoline still aboard,
GENERAL RAWLINGS without hesitation and with complete disregard for his
own personal safety, rushed to the aid of his injured pilot and helped drag
him to safety. GENERAL RAWLINGS' demonstrated courage in voluntarily
risking his own life to aid a member of his crew, reflects great credit upon
himself and the United States Air. Force.
TECHNICAL SERGEANT JOSEPH F. HAL.L, AF17211716, distinguished
himself by an act of heroism involving voluntary risk of life at Hickam Air
Force Base, Hawaii, on 3 December 1953. While serving as Maintenance
Supervisor, Refueling Section, SERGEANT HALL observed flames originating
in the rear of, and enveloping, the tank of an FlA refueling unit containing
4000 gallons of aviation gasoline which was being inspected by one of his
subordinates. SERGEANT HALL immediately, and without regard for per
sonal safety, obtained a CO2 fire extinguisher from an adjacent building, ran
to the trailer, and extinguished the fire. This spontaneous response resulted
in a minimum of personnel injuries and prevented serious damage of govern
ment property. SERGEANT HALL'S daring, heroic action and selfless devo
tion to duty reflect great credit upon himself and the United States Air Force.
STAFF SERGEANT RALPH M. COLBURN, AF34918568, distinguished him
self by an act of heroism involving voluntary risk of life on 14 August 1953, at
Craig Air Force Base, Alabama. SERGEANT COLBURN observed a flash fire
envelop the rear portion of an F-2 trailer refueling unit. Despite what appeared
to be the extreme danger of an imminent explosion, SERGEANT COLBURN rushed
to the unit with a chemical fire extinguisher and together with another airman,
extinguished the flames. SERGEANT COLBURN'S initiative and fearless action
prevented the possible destruction of a ten thousand dollar unit, additional equip
ment valued at $75,000 and injury or death to twelve persons in the area. By
his heroism and outstanding presence of mind, SERGEANT COLBURN reflected
great credit upon himself and the United States Air Force.
STAFF SERGEANT MELVIN F. FAIN, AF45041558, distinguished himself by
an act of heroism involving voluntary risk of life on 14 August 1953, at Craig
Air Force Base, Alabama. SERGEANT FAIN observed a flash fire envelop the
rear portion of an F-2 trailer refueling unit. Despite what appeared to be the
extreme danger of an imminent explosion, SERGEANT FAIN rushed to the unit
with a chemical fire extinguisher and, together with another airman, extinguished
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the flames. SERGEANT FAIN'S initiative and fearless action prevented the
possil:)le destruction of a ten thousand dollar unit, additional equipment valued
at $75,000 and injury or death to twelve persons in the area. By his heroism
and outstanding presence of mind, SERGEANT FAIN reflected great credit upon
himself and the 'united States Air Force.
AIRMAN FIRST CLASS GORDON K. SELKE, AFl7315358, distinguished
himself by he:roism involving voluntary risk of life at Amarillo Air Force Base,
Texas, on 19 December 1952. While sitting in an automobile near Highway 60,
AIRMAN SELKE heard the crash resulting from a three-way collision between a
passenger bus, a tank truck and a passenger car. The bus and tank truck were
burning fiercely and injured passengers were trapped in the bus. AIRMAN SELKE,
·without regard for his personal safety and unaware of the contents of the tank
truck, rushed into the burning bus and aided in bringing the bus driver out of the
blazing inferno. He heroically entered the bus a second and third time, despite
the possibility of explosion, and aided in the removal of an injured man and a baby.
Though many persons were at th.e scene,• AIRMAN SELKE and three other airmen
were the only ones to risk their lives to aid the crash victims by entering the
burning vehicle. The courage, devotion to duty and selflessness displayed by
AIRMAN SELKE reflect great credit upon himself and the United States Air Force.
AIRMAN SECOND CLASS GEORGE I. FUJII, AF10105472, distinguished him
self by an act of heroism involving voluntary risk of life at Hickam Air Force
Base, Hawaii, on 3 December 1953. While serving as a Senior Automotive
Mechanic, AIRMAN FUJII observed flames originating in the rear of, and envelop
ing, the tank of an FlA refueling unit containing 4000 gallons of aviation gasoline
which was being inspected by one of his subordinates. AIRMAN FUJII immedi
ately, and without regard for personal safety, obtained a CO2 fire extinguisher
from an adjacent building, ran to the trailer, and extinguished the fire. This
spontaneous response resulted in a minimum of personnel injuries and prevented
serious damage of government property. AIRMAN FUfll'S daring, heroic action
and selfless devotion to duty reflect great credit upon himself and the United States
Air Force.
AIRMAN SECOND CLASS CHARLES R. STANFIELD, AF14411774, distin
guished himself by heroism involving voluntary risk of life at Amarillo Air Force
Base, Texas, on 19 December 1952. While sitting in an automobile near Highway
60, AIRMAN STANFIELD heard the crash resulting from a three-way· collision
between·a passenger bus, a tank truck and a passenger car. The bus and tank
truck were burning fiercely and injured passengers were trapped in the bus.
AIRMAN STANFIELD, without regard for his personal safety and unaware of the
contents of the tank truck, rushed into the burning bus and helped carry the bus
driver out of the blazing inferno. He heroically entered the bus a second and
third time, despite the possibility of explosion, and assisted in the rescue of an
injured man and a baby. Though many persons were at the scene, AIRMAN
STANFIELD and three other airmen were the only ones to risk their lives to aid
the crash victims by entering the burning vehicle. The courage, devotion to duty
and selflessness displayed by AIRMAN STANFIELD reflect great credit upon him
self and the United States Air Force.
AIRMAN THIRD CLASS LEVI L. WALKER, AF14498352, distinguished him
self by. an act of heroism involving voluntary risk of life at Turner Air Force
Base, G�orgia on 29 December 1953. While serving as a member of a defueling
operation in an effort to defuel a pit, AIRMAN WALKER was standing directly
above the pit when an explosion and subsequent fire occurred. An airman in the
pit below, his clothing aflame, attempted to crawl from the pit. AIRMAN
WALKER, disregarding the danger of the flames, rushed to the assistance of the
severely burned airman, pulled him to safety and began to extinguish the flames
by rolling him on the ground and tearing the burning clothing off with his bare
hands. AIRMAN WALKER, although himself seriously burned, continued to hero
ically quell the flames until help arrived. The courage, devotion to duty and
herosim displayed the AIRMAN WALKER reflect great credit upon himself and
the United States Air Force
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VI. AIR MEDAL. - By direction of the President, under the provisions of Executive Order
9158, 11 May 1942, as amended by Executive Order 9242-A, 11 September 194i, and Transfer
Order 30, 1948, the Air Medal is awarded to the following-named officers and airman for merito
rious achievement while participating in aerial flight during the period indicated:
FIRST LIEUTENANT (then SECOND LIEUTENANT) JASON H.
DUNCAN, AO796792, 1 December 1943
FIRST LIEUTENANT CARLTON L. NEWFANG, AO1909089
15 November 1953
(FIRST OAK LEAF CLUSTER)
STAFF SERGEANT WALTER E. LUBY, AF11130063
15 November 1953
Vil. MEDAL OF FREEDOM. - By direction of the President, under the provisions of Exec
utive Order 9586, 6 July 1945 as amended, and Transfer Order 30, 1948, the Medal of Freedom
for meritorious service which has aided the United States in the prosecution of war against an
enemy from 22 August 1952 to 29 August 1953 is awarded to LAWRENCE E. HOFFMAN.
VIIl. COMMENDATION RIBBON. - 1. By direction of the Secretary of the Air Force,
under the provisions of paragraph 22, Air Force Regulation 30-14, the Commendation Ribbon is
awarded to the following-named officers for meritorious service during the period indicated:
CAPTAIN NEILL A. ROSSER, AO573184
20 January 1945 to 31 July 1945
CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER FOSTER H. RUTLEDGE, 951111E
22 November 1943 to 14 May 1945
2. By direction of the Secretary of the Air Force, under the provisions of paragraph 2.i, Air
Force Regulation 30-14, the Commendation Ribbon is awarded to the following-named officers for
meritorious achievement during the period indicated:
BRIGADIER GENERAL (then MAJOR) WILLIAM T. HUDNELL,
1171A, 31 December 1941
MAJOR (then CAPTAIN) THOMAS E. DORN, JR., AO245196
18 April 1945 to 21 May 1945
(FIRST OAK LEAF CLUSTER)
BRIGADIER GENERAL (then LIEUTENANT COLONEL) WILLIAM
T. HUDNELL, 1171A, 12 April 1943
COLONEL HARRY R. SMITH, JR., 2480A
5 - 6 September 1942
IX. PURPLE HEART. - By direction of the Secretary of the Air Force, under the provi
sions of War Department General Orders 3, 1932, and Transfer Order 30, 1948, the Purple Heart
for wounds received in action against an armed enemy -on the date indicated is awarded to the
following-named officer and airman:
FIRST LIEUTENANT GRANVILLE N. RIDEOUT, AO871836
May 1945
AIRMAN SECOND CLASS ALEXANDER M. BROWN, AF16381826
4 December 1952
X. AIR FORCE OUTSTANDING UNIT AWARD. - By direction of the Secretary of the Air
Force, under the provisions of General Orders 1, Department of the Air Force, 1954, and para
graph 8, Air Force Regulation 35-75, the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award is awarded to the
following unit:
The 1009th Special Weapons Squadron, Washington 25, D. C., distinguished
itself in the performance of outstanding service to the United States from
1 August to 30 September 1953. The Squadron was responsible for important
accomplishments in the field of special weapons which are of great national and
international importance. Through their diligent and collective efforts, and
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exceptional attention to duty, the personnel of this organization produced results
which have reflected great credit upon themselves and the United States Air
Force.
Detachment 2, 6004th Air Intelligence Service Squadron distinguished itself
by heroism in action against an armed enemy of the United Nations from
1 December 195i to 30 April 1953. As a major source of intelligence information
for the Fifth United States Air Force, Detachment 2 was a constant contributor
of essential intelligence information that was of material aid to the Fifth Air
Force. The record established by this unit for reporting information in an
accurate and concise manner despite apparent overwhelming obstacles was note
worthy and deserving of commendation. The exemplary manner in which the
personnel of this unit discharged their duties and mission resulted in a signif
icant contribution to the success of the United Nations effort in Korea and
reflected great credit upon themselves, the Far East Air Forces and the United
States Air Force.
XI. AIR MEDAL. - 1. So much of General Orders 3, Department of the Air Force, 1954,
as reads "CAPTAIN JOHN F. LANE, AO742970" is amended to read "CAPTAIN JOHN F. LANE,
AO742970 (Tenth Oak Leaf Cluster)."
2. So much of General Orders 3, Department of the Air Force, 1954, relating to the award
of the Air Medal (First Oak Leaf Cluster) to CAPTAIN BENJAMIN N. RADER, 16071A, is revoked.
BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE:
N. F. TWINING
Chief of Staff, United States Air Force

OFFICIAL:

K. E. THIEBAUD
Colonel, USAF
Air Adjutant General
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